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the west coast of Florida, where he con-
tinues to employ the lessons he learned 
in France. He has recently changed his 
focus from landscapes to works studying 
human interaction. Michele Usibelli grew 
up in Seattle and earned a degree in ar-
chitecture. Today she combines her love 
of travel with her passion for art and cre-
ates impressionistic renderings of people 
and landscapes around the world. Rely-
ing on her training, she views her subject 
matter as shapes of light and color and 
depicts it in loose brush strokes.

The following artists are also members 
of the Oil Painters of America. 

Victoria Brooks says she strives to 
“capture simple, emotional moments of 
human interaction within a natural en-
vironment in order to evoke a warm and 
pleasant memory for the viewer.” She 
paints impressionistic interpretations of 
California coastal life and landscapes, 
still lifes, and portraits. New York-born 
Michele Catapano relocated to Southern 
California, where she studied at the Cali-
fornia Art Institute under Jeremy Lipk-
ing. She paints the fi gure, often children, 
creating semi-abstracted images with vi-
brant color.

Belgian-born Christiane David stud-
ied art and architecture in Brussels be-
fore she, her husband, and their young 
daughter moved to the United States in 

the 1980s. Today, she paints simplifi ed 
landscapes, fi gurative works, still lifes, 
and animal portraits with the heightened 
tones of a colorist. Although his school 
notebooks were edged in sketches and 
doodles, aviation was the career path 
painter Jonathan Frank followed. Now 
he paints on the side, capturing the speed 
and thrill of motor sports, his love of 
aeronautics, and the landscapes he visits 
during his overseas fl ights.

Roxanne Hilsman received her mas-
ter’s in art education from Mississippi 
College and learned about some of the 
West Coast’s most notable artists while 
interning at the San Francisco Museum 
of Modern Art’s rental gallery. She lives 
in Mississippi, where she paints still lifes 
and animal portraits and icons and raises 
her beloved French bulldogs—also sub-
ject matter for her art. Jennifer Hunter
studied classical painting at the American 
Academy of Art and paints—in both wa-
tercolors and oils—things that are close 
to her heart. With a deep love of horses, 
she is drawn to the past and a time when 
horses were used in everyday life, and she 
depicts her “romantic notions and longing 
for a simple life” in her work. 

Jo Ann Kincaid was raised in north-
western Pennsylvania, where art re-
sources and venues were scarce, but her 
experience there instilled in her a love 

of the rural life, including its human and 
animal inhabitants and structures. Today 
she lives in a remote Colorado mountain 
town and creates paintings she hopes will 
encourage viewers to linger and imagine 
the people who fi rst settled and lived in 
the land she now calls home. Texas native 
Suzy Moritz is known for her spunky pet 
portraits, but her love for the light and 
textures of New Mexico calls her from 
her Lone Star home multiple times a year 
to capture the landscapes of Taos and its 
surrounding vistas.

Sheila Savannah makes her home in 
Prescott, AZ, where she paints the west-
ern landscape and wildlife. Often work-
ing en plein air, she attempts to interpret 
the vastness and beauty of the world in 
her works. Jeanne Marie (J.M.) Steele was 
raised in La Jolla, CA, and, after living in 
various places around the West, currently 
resides in Oregon. She paints landscapes 
as well as fi gures, animals, and still lifes, 
all in impressionistic brushwork with lu-
ministic overtones. —Laura Rintala

Richard Prather, Ocotillo Flats, oil, 16 x 54.
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