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A nonprofit organization, 
Oil Painters of America 
(OPA) is dedicated 

to preserving and promoting 
excellence in representational art. 
The group is focused on making 
known the lasting value of fine 
drawing, color, composition, 
and more. Members of OPA are 
given the opportunity to display 
their paintings in regional and 
national juried exhibitions 
each year. Members of this elite 
organization include Christine 

Graefe Drewyer, Irina Milton, 
Michele Catapano, Richard 
Horrocks, and Sally Ruddy.

“If I am a successful artist, 
the paintings I create will 
transport the viewer beyond the 
senses, free of thought and self-
consciousness,” says Drewyer. 
“The paintings then become an 
instrument through which the 
viewer and the artist glimpse the 
joyful oneness of which we are all 
a part.”

In her recent series, which 

includes The Messenger, Drewyer 
fuses her paintings with a spiritual 
or mythological ideology, using 
the figure as a vehicle “to connect 
all world cultures and challenge 
everyone to see the presence of 
the heroic journey in his or her 
own life.”

New York-born Catapano is 
a professional artist living and 
working in Southern California. 
For her, fine art should inspire 
and elevate the soul; therefore, she 
is always on the lookout for the 

perfect subject matter where the 
viewer becomes an intricate part 
of the scene.

Of her painting Musee du 
Louvre, Catapano says, “This 
painting was from a photo taken 
at The Louvre of a man painting a 
painting. The content and colors 
really stood out to me.”

The paintings of California 
artist Ruddy are everyday images 
that connect with the viewer’s 
emotional psyche. She captures 
fleeting moments with an array 

Richard Horrocks, Sundown in the Quakies, oil on canvas, 24 x 30"Christine Graefe Drewyer, The Messenger, oil, 30 x 24"
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Lasting Value
Oil Painters of America members show the diversity in realism today.
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